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Message from the Vice Chancellor, University of Jaffna

It is with immense pleasure that [ write this message for the
1" Undergraduate Research Symposium in Arts — 2021
organized by the Faculty of Arts of the University of Jaffna.
Research and dissemination of knowledge are considered top
priorities among the activities of a university. Achieving this
goal is not the sole responsibility of academic staff;
undergraduates too should have a share in the academic
explorations undertaken by their teachers. It will help them
embark on academic careers once they have left the portals of
theiruniversities as graduates.

Soft skills are the means to conquer the world in the 21*
century. Among soft skills, critical thinking, analytical reasoning and problem-solving rank first.
'Seek, thou shall find' is a maxim that is valid even today. Students seeking higher education should
be given the opportunity to enhance their thirst for new knowledge and to venture into the
unknown. I welcome this Symposium organized by the Faculty of Arts as a move in the right
direction. It is all the more fitting for the Faculty of Arts to take the lead, because there is a
perception in the community that unemployment is high among Arts graduates. This is perhaps due
to amismatch between the Humanities and the needs of the nation.

Therefore, I invite this symposium to focus on this neglected area of our system of education. I
hope that the deliberations that take place at this symposium and the proposals put forward at its
culmination will throw new light on the vision of the founders of this high seat of learning. The
motto of our university is 'discernment is wisdom' (Qouit GuT@siT srewiLg nfeay). Research is
an important avenue to achieve this goal. If research is subjective - if you go by the saying 'Know
thyself'- the benefit to the community at large will be limited. If, on the other hand, it is objective,
society will stand to benefit.

The Faculty of Arts, University of Jaffna has seen internationally acclaimed scholars and critics.
Many of us benefitted from their hallowed presence in the precincts of this University. I wish to
congratulate Prof. K. Suthakar, the Dean of the Faculty of Arts, and the Organizing Committee who
prepared the proposals and toiled hard to make this symposium a reality. I am thankful in particular
to the AHEAD fund and the Faculty Coordinator of the project Mr. S. Kabilan and the Director of
the OTS, Dr. E. Charles.

I congratulate the undergraduates who are presenting their papers at this Symposium and the
academics of the Faculty of Arts who guided them in their research. I pray to the Almighty whose
Grace will guide those who are launching themselves on an eternal quest for knowledge at this
Symposium.

Prof. S. Srisatkunarajah
Vice-Chancellor
University of Jaffna



Message from the Dean, Faculty of Arts

As the Dean of the faculty, it gives me great pleasure to issue a
message for the 1st Undergraduate Resarch Symposium of the
Faculty of Arts, University of Jaffna. The event's objective is to
provide undergraduates with opportunities to present and
discuss their research findings in a scientific forum. Faculty of
Arts wants to organize such symposium to promote research
skills, presentation skills, and communication skills of the
undergraduates. I hope that the symposium will be very helpful
in enhancing the research culture among students of the Faculty
of Arts.

The Undergraduate Research Symposium celebrates academic excellence at the Faculty of Arts,
University of Jaffna. Every year more than 400 undergraduate projects are carried out in social
sciences, humanities, and performing and visual art, including 26 disciplines in the faculty. Most of
the projects are high standard; however, these are published very rarely in reputed conferences and
journals. The symposium is a public forum to enhance your skills, share your work, see the work of
others in your field, and give and receive valuable feedback. Hence, this symposium will provide a
good opportunity for undergraduates to publish their research in reputed journals after completing
the work presented at this symposium.

Although 2021 is undoubtedly devastating and unprecedented due to the pandemic, the Faculty of
Arts remains positive and focused on our mission. We are switching on blended learning and
teaching mode and are innovated online examination system with keeping the standard of the
integrity of the university examination system. Our faculty continues to excel in their teaching,
creative activity, and research endeavors, considering the quality and relevance of the academic
programs. This annual undergraduate symposium is another stepping stone of the progressive
journey of the Faculty of Arts.

I appreciate the interest of all students who used this opportunity to gain their skills and knowledge
and the staff who devoted their time supervising the students. First, I thank the Vice-Chancellor of
the University of Jaffna and his teams for giving generous supports to this symposium. I want to
take this opportunity to convey my profound gratitude to the organizing committee and sub-
committees for their untiring support in organizing this important event. Financial assistance to this
event was given solely by AHEAD (Accelerating Higher Education Expansion and Development),
and [ am grateful to the World Bank, OTS Officers, Faculty Coordinator, and Activity Coordinator
for their support. Finally,  wish you a successful symposium.

Professor K. Suthakar

Dean

Faculty of Arts, University of Jaffna.
Chair, URSA - 2021



Message from the Convener, URSA 2021

As the convener of the First Undergraduate Research
Symposium of the Faculty of Arts (URSA 2021) of
the University of Jaffna, I happily welcome you all to
this symposium on the theme “Humanities and Social
Sciences for Equality, Justice and Development”.

A vibrant research culture is essential to find
solutions to burning socio-economic and political
issues that plague our communities. There is aneed to
encourage research in the areas of Humanities and
Social Sciences to effectively address some of these
issues. New research is also required to study and
preserve endangered art forms, languages and heritage sites.

Many academics of the Faculty of Arts have long felt the need to create and
strengthen a dynamic and vibrant research culture among the undergraduates of
the Faculty. Holding an annual symposium for the undergraduates will certainly
help us in this process. This maiden symposium taking place the 10" of January
2022 is made possible by the generous financial assistance provided by the
AHEAD project. The URSA is a milestone in the history of the Faculty of Arts.
This research conference aims to provide an intellectual forum for undergraduates
from diverse disciplines to share their work with one another, disseminate their
research findings to the larger society and to develop a vibrant, interactive research
culture in the Faculty of Arts. I hope that this symposium will create new
enthusiasm among the students to pursue research that matters to the larger society
in the future as well.

I am very much grateful to our Vice Chancellor, Prof. S. Srisatkunarajah for
gracing this Symposium at its Chief Guest. I wish to thank the group of keynote
speakers and young researchers who will enrich this conference with their
knowledge and expertise. I also wish to extend my sincere gratitude to the Dean of
the Faculty of Arts, members of the Organizing Committee, Chairpersons of the
sessions, reviewers of the abstracts, the numerous volunteers and everyone who
contributed immensely towards making this symposium successful.

Once again, | welcome you all to the URSA - 2021 and wish you a fruitful day of
academic engagement and reflection.

Mr. S. Sivakanthan
Convener, URSA - 2021



Message from the Secretary, URSA 2021

Research is not only the pinnacle of a higher
education system but also vital for the socio-
economic and human development of countries in
the modern, global knowledge economy.

The Faculty of Arts, University of Jaffna is deeply
committed to promoting knowledge and academic
excellence among its students. It views education
and research as avenues for innovation and social
transformation.

The Undergraduate Research Symposium in Arts
(URSA - 2021) with the steering intention provides an exclusive platform for the
undergraduates of the Faculty of Arts to present their research findings. This
unique idea behind the symposium has been developed over the last few years.
With the financial support provided by the World Bank under its Accelerating
Higher Education Expansion and Development (AHEAD) project, this idea has
become a reality today. I firmly believe that this Symposium is a scholarly
platform for the presenters to share their novel findings with the wider community.

I sincerely thank the Vice Chancellor, University of Jaffna, the Dean, Faculty of
Arts, and all the members of the Faculty for their continuous cooperation and
guidance in organizing this Symposium.

I am happy to thank the Activity Coordinator of the AHEAD Project and the
convener of this Symposium Mr. S. Sivakanthan, the Faculty Coordinator of the
project Mr. S. Kabilan, and the Project Coordinator of the University Dr. E.
Charles for their support; they are the backbones of this Symposium.

I wholeheartedly appreciate the hard work put forth by the members of the
Organizing Committee to make this symposium a reality. I wish all the presenters
the best in their future research endeavors. I am hopeful that their research will
help us in the processes of finding solutions to the burning issues that affect our
communities.

Sivagowri Rajashanthan,
Secretary, URSA 2021



Message from the Editors

Itis with immense joy that
we bring out the
proceedings of the first
Undergraduate Research
Symposium of the
Faculty of Arts carrying
ninety-three abstracts of
research papers. A
symposium for the recent
graduates to present the
research they conducted
in their final year as undergraduates is organized for the first time in the history of
the Faculty of Arts. This landmark event has received generous financial support
from the AHEAD project.

The symposium aims to enhance the research capacity of young researchers. Itisa
platform for these budding researchers to put forward their research findings,
exchange ideas across disciplinary boundaries, get feedback on their work from
their peers and scholars and self-evaluate their abilities. These experiences and
interactions will help them overcome the challenges they may face when they
undertake their postgraduate studies, fieldwork or in their professional careers and
social life.

University education should not be about thrusting knowledge on the student via
teaching, assignments and examinations. The modern goals of education and
career expectations advocate the incorporation of soft skills into the curriculum so
that graduates can easily respond to the demands made by the larger society. It is
true that finding a job that is relevant to their education and desires is a formidable
challenge facing Arts graduates who are generally not trained professionally. In
reality, a great number of Arts graduates remain unemployed and are still awaiting
the government to employ them. In addition, a considerable number of them are
underemployed. These worrying trends are not only a burden on the country but
also a threat to the progress of society. It is for these reasons that many universities
give importance to soft skills in their curricula.

The prime aim of this symposium is, therefore, to enhance the skills of our recent
graduates, provide them an opportunity to disseminate their work and broaden
their intellectual exposure.

We received more than one hundred and ten abstracts from different fields of
which ninety-three abstracts have been selected for publication and presentation at
this Symposium. These abstracts were subjected to two blind reviews and many of
them went through a revision process based on the feedback provided by the



reviewers. We are deeply indebted to the reviewers who assisted us in this endeavor
without expecting anything in return. Their labor in ensuring quality at this
Symposium deserves special appreciation. We also express our sincere thanks to
the paper presenters who tirelessly cooperated with us.

We are immensely grateful to the Vice chancellor, University of Jaffna, the Dean,
Faculty of Arts and the Convener and the Secretary of this Symposium for
enriching this volume with their meaningful messages. We also pay our gratitude to
the keynote speakers who submitted the abstracts of their speeches and biographies
in time for publication in this volume. We are greatly obligated to the Coordinator,
Faculty Coordinator, and the Activity Coordinator of the AHEAD project for
taking care of matters related to the finances needed for this Symposium.

We also remember with gratitude the assistance provided by the Chairman,
Convener, Secretary, Co-secretary and other Committee Members in carrying out
our editorial responsibilities. The contribution of the members of the Editorial
Board, proof readers, Jeyaraj Printers and the Temporary Assistant Lectures of the
Faculty deserve special mention. We extend our heartfelt thanks to each one of
them.

We are confident that the work presented at this Symposium will have a
constructive impact on larger society as envisioned in the theme “Humanities and
Social Sciences for Equality, Justice and Development”.

R. Rajeshkannan
E. Cumaran

Editors, URSA 2021
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Professor. Dr. S. 1. Keethaponcalan

Dr. S. I Keethaponcalan is a Professor of Conflict
Resolution at Salisbury University, Maryland. He was
Chair of the Conflict Analysis and Dispute Resolution
Department from 2011 to 2018. Before joining
Salisbury University in 2011, he was a Professor of
Political Science and Chair of the Department of
Political Science and Public Policy at the University
of Colombo, Sri Lanka. Dr. Keethaponcalan has also
served as a researcher in several international
institutions, including the United Nations Institute for
Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) in Geneva and the
United Nations University in Tokyo. He served as a
consultant to Sri Lanka projects of several international agencies.

His recent publications include: Postwar Dilemmas of Sri Lanka: Democracy and
Reconciliation (2019. London: Routledge), Conflict Resolution: An Introduction to
Third Party Intervention (2017. New York: Lexington Books), “Sole Representatives in
War and Peace: The Case of Sri Lanka's LTTE (2021. Civil Wars), “Asian
Peacebuilding: Theory and Practice” (Hybrid Peacebuilding in Asia. 2019. Cham:
Switzerland: Palgrave Macmillan), “Violence, Nonviolence, and Ethnic
Reconciliation in Post-War Sri Lanka” (2015. Peace & Policy), “The Peace Process
and Party Politics in Sri Lanka” (2014. Alaska Journal of Dispute Resolution),
“North- South Relations and Human Rights” (2015. Bandung: Journal of the Global
South), “A Small Power's Struggle for Independence in the Independent Era the Case
of Sri Lanka” (2014. African and Asia Studies), “Dragon in the Teardrop: Regional
Dynamics of Increasing Chinese Presence in Sri Lanka” (Global China: Internal and
External Reaches. 2015. New Jersey: World Scientific Publishers), “The Indian
Factor in the Peace Process and Conflict Resolution in Sri Lanka” (Conflict and
Peacebuilding in Sri Lanka: Caught in the Peace Trap. 2011. London: Routledge),
Electoral Politics in Sri Lanka: Presidential Elections, Manipulation, and Democracy
(Forthcoming 2022. London: Routledge).

Abstract
Why Do Nonviolent Campaigns for Self-determination Transform into
Violent Struggles? Sri Lanka's Tamil Eelam Movement

The question of why nonviolent campaigns for self-determination transform into
violent struggles has not been investigated adequately. A pure case study does not
exist. This research investigates the question by treating Sri Lanka's Tamil Eelam
movement as a case study. The research demonstrated that the consolidation of the



perception that political rights cannot be won through nonviolence, especially
among the next generation of Tamil activists, transformed the nonviolent
campaign for regional autonomy into a violent struggle for a separate state. The
study also indicated that a multitude of factors could contribute to the
consolidation of nonviolence impotency perception (NIP). In Sri Lanka, the
following factors influenced the NIP: (1) the inability of the nonviolent movement
to win political objectives, (2) the loss of faith in traditional leadership, (3) the
hegemonic policies of the state, and (4) the violent response. The research also
found that external factors could facilitate or accelerate violent transformation.

India was an external booster in Sri Lanka.



Professor. Dr. (Mrs.) Shanthi Segarajasingham

Dr. (Mrs) Shanthi Segarajasingham served as a Professor in
Commercial Law at the University of Colombo, Sri Lanka. She
holds an LL.B. (Hons), M.Phil, and Ph.D degrees. She was a
World Bank scholar when she read for her Ph.D at the
University of Malaya, Malaysia. Dr (Mrs) Segarajasingham
has published many articles in reputed journals, presented
papers at local and international Seminars/Conferences,
addressed workshops on the subjects of Company Law,
Y Business Law, Law of Contracts, Economic Law and Law &
Education and received the Best Paper Award and Best
A Presenter Award on a few occasions. Dr (Mrs).
Segarajasingham completed Accreditation for Senior Teachers
in Higher Educational Institutions (ASTHE) conducted by the Staff Development Centre of the
University of Colombo and was awarded SEDA (Staff and Educational Development Association
UK) accreditation. At the University of Colombo, she held the positions of Head of Department of
Commercial Law, Co-ordinator of the Quality Assurance Cell; Co-coordinator of the M.Phil/Ph.D
Programmes, Co-ordinator of the LL.M Programme, and the Senior Treasurer of Tamil Literary
Association of the Faculty of Law. Dr (Mrs) Segarajasingham served the University of Jaffna,
University of Moratuwa, the Open University of Sri Lanka, and Sri Lanka Law College in the capacity
of Visiting Lecturer, Examiner, Moderator, Supervisor, Panelist and Reviewer. In recognition of her
expertise and experience in teaching and research, she was appointed as Programme Reviewer (of

degree programmes) by the University Grants Commission of Sri Lanka. She has prepared and revised
the curricula and By-Laws for certificate courses, diplomas and degree programmes at various
institutions. Dr (Mrs). Segarajasingham received the awards 'Woman Super Achiever 2020’ jointly
awarded by the World Women Leadership Congress and the World Federation of Human Resources
Professionals, and the 'Education Leadership Award 2019 for Best Professor in Commercial Law
Studies' awarded jointly by the World Education Congress and the World Federation of Academic and
Educational Institutions.

Inthe public sphere, Dr (Mrs) Segarajasingham has offered her dedicated services in her capacity as
Attorney-at-Law & Notary Public and Commissioner for Oath and Company secretary. A motivation
speaker, Dr (Mrs). Segarajasingham has addressed school teachers and students on Value Education.
As a helper in need and in deed, she has taken steps to facilitate scholarships for undergraduates from
underprivileged backgrounds. She is often approached by her students when they are in difficult
situations. Dr (Mrs). Segarajasingham was educated at Jaffna Vembadi Girls' High School and is the
current President of Jaffna Vembadi Girls' High School Past Pupils Association - Colombo Branch.

Abstract

“Towards a change............”

'"The Only Thing that is Constant is Change'. The civilized society that we now belong to
was brought up by changing numerous aspects, mainly though the evolution of LAW. Are
these changes always for the betterment of every sector? Have the changes brought in
expected justice by maintaining equality towards development as a goal is a one-million-



dollar question that cannot be answered easily.

Does equality mean that the balance in the hand of the Lady of Justice should always
indicate a straight horizontal line and its beam should show twelve o' clock? Is every
segment of people treated equally before the law, or there are factors including power and
economic conditions that discriminate one from another over the period? Although
slavery was eradicated centuries ago as a remarkable change, still we witness modern
slavery not only in developing countries but in developed States as well. If we take, as an
example, the ongoing COVID 19 pandemic that changed the life of everyone, we will not
be able to answer affirmatively to the question whether every global citizen is equally
affected. 'Black, Asian and minority ethnic groups have been harder hit by the Covid-19
pandemic than others, exacerbating existing inequalities.' [Equal Treatment Bench Book
2021] This is because, while COVID 19 was a health issue for all, in addition to health
issues, it was a social and economic crisis for many who are underprivileged. Hence it is
evident that the change has resulted in inequality.

Justice means law, just, upright, righteous, equity and something rewarding to everyone.
Does it mean what is correct should be permanent and unchangeable? We don't have an
answer to the question whether it is right to change the decision of one court by another
and justify it in the name of hierarchy. Further, the decision of one case may be totally
disregarded by another with a simple word over-ruling. Which is justice under these
circumstances?

"You never change things by fighting the existing reality. To change something, build a
new model that makes the existing model obsolete.' [Buckminster Fuller] Law as a social
science needs development to cope with a new world order. However, it should not be just
following others like sheep without understanding the realities and reasoning. Traditions
always have rich objectives which should not be ignored. Whenever there is a change or
reform, is development taking place towards a better society, better legal system or
improved conditions of life? Out of all, technological development has the most impact on
every aspect. Therefore, it becomes the duty of law makers and administrators to ensure
that development does not take place at the cost of injustice or inequality to many.

The speaker seeks to analyse a possible way forward for a changed society using law as a
tool.
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Dr. Sivagnanam Jeyasankar

Dr. Sivagnanam Jeyasankar has been working as Senior Lecturer
in Drama and Theatre Arts at the Department of Fine Arts, Faculty
of Arts and Culture, Eastern University Sri Lanka, Batticaloa, Sri
Lanka for the past twenty-five years. Formerly the Head of the
Department of Fine Arts at the Eastern University, Sri Lanka, he
was also the Director of the Swami Vipulanantha Institute of
Aesthetic Studies, Kalladi, Batticaloa.

A graduate of the Department of Fine Arts, Faculty of Arts,
University of Jaffna, Dr Jeyasankar undertook a study on
“Reformulation of traditional theatre as an organic form of
community theatre” at the Eastern University, Sri Lanka for his
Postgraduate degree programme. Special mention should be made
that this study is an integration of Participatory Action Research
and Indigenous Research Methodologies. His doctoral study “A comparative Study of traditional
theatres of Tamils of Sri Lanka and Tamilnadu, India”, intends to discern the uniqueness of Sri Lankan
Tamils in their theatre practice in the midst of their displacements and migrations in the wake of the civil
war, and their latent parallels with those Tamils in India. Inspired by a passion for continued practice of
local arts, believing that nothing other than self-contained and self-sufficient traditional knowledge
systems that have been the bedrock of the remnants of theatrical practice, and with determination to
identify cultural and anthropological parallels by means of studying the practice of theatre among
Tamils, Dr Jeyasankar joins hands with indigenes such as The Australian aborigines, New Zealand
Maoris, Native South Africans, and Latin Americans to strengthen the Southern epistemological
systems of the Global South in his march to speed up decolonisation through artistic and intellectual
engagements.

Three notable contributions of Dr Jeyasankar to contemporary Tamil theatre are: (1) Innovation of
Reformulation of Traditional Theatre as an organic form of community theatre, (2) Traditional Theatre
of children, and three, Festival Theatre. In addition to have conceptualised these forms of theatre, he
does practice them.

What's more, Propagator of reformulation as a decolonization practice, Curator of cultural
festivals, exhibition and sale of art and artefact, and Organizer of International Conferences as
performances and ceremonies, Dr Jeyasankar collaborates high-spiritedly with academics,
practitioners, research students both in the academia as well as in practicing arenas to promote an
inclusive approach in the production of culture and knowledge. Dr Jeyasankar coordinates Third Eye,a
Local Knowledge and Skills activists group and the Third eye English Forum. He continues to publish

Third Eye releases, and edit the Third Eye Little Magazine in English and the Third Eye News Letter in
Tamil. Heis a poet and translator. He writes both in Tamil and English.

Abstract

Research as a historically grounded creative process: Speaking against the
grain of 'objectivity' and 'distance’' in research

Research is a creative process. Creativity needs imagination, speculation, experience,
knowledge, analysis and the power of logical expression. Expression has varieties in
forms ranging from singing, dancing, painting, photography, performance, storytelling,
novel, film and poetry.



Just as knowledge varies depending on the geographical, sociological and cultural
contexts, the medium of knowledge creation too is impacted by such variations.

The indigenous people across the globe are keen to revive and reformulate their own long-
standing traditions, means of knowledge creation and methods that are embodied in their
knowledge systems. The very things that have been rejected by the colonisers in the name
of so-called modernization.

In Africa and Latin America, the call for the decolonization of the curriculum and of
Universities are strong and vibrant right now. A similar scenario of colonized knowledge
universes can be observed in our midst. However, we still remain in the stronghold of
colonization.

Even though we bask in the glory of our ancient Tamil history, which recent excavations in
Keezhady in Tamilnadu vociferously reaffirms, we haven't done much to recover it and
replace our own findings as a challenge to that which we received from the colonial
masters as formal education; education that is imbued with high-spirited claims of being
'modern’' and 'scientific'!

In line with what Antonio Gramsci terms “dominance by consent”, we have allowed
ourselves to be conditioned by the trap of the colonizers. We practice and celebrate that
which we have received as colonial remnants which we declare to be our 'colonial heritage
and inheritance'. We remain unaware of our history and the potential it has to question our
own past and redraw our path of progress in the times to come.

As an undergraduate of this Faculty, (Faculty of Arts, University of Jaftna) I chose to
present my final year dissertation as a performance. I wanted to experiment with the
notion that performance is not simply an imaginative practice. In due course, I learnt that
performance needed study, analysis and all elements that are often associated with
'research’. As stated earlier, research needs creativity. After a series of prolonged
discussions and debates, I was able to pursue my thesis as I wanted to and earned high
credit for it.

With the inspiration I drew from the achievement as an undergraduate, I undertook my
Master of Philosophy research program in the mode of participatory action research to
study the community of traditional theatre performers in Seelamunai, Batticaloa. I earned
my post graduate degree on 'Reformulation of Traditional Theatre as an Organic Form of
Community Theatre' after facing great challenges.

Bangladeshi economist Mohamed Anisur Rahman's The social theory of Participatory
Action Research and Orlando Fals Boarda's works on participatory action research inform
my research program.

The rich repository of Indigenous research methodologies, which the contemporary
society has failed to take notice of, has provided me the lifeline to venture into my
academic research program. The re-discovery by Linda Tuhiwai Smith, a Maori scholar,
of the age-old methodologies that had been dismissed by the colonialists as 'unscientific',
strengthens my position. My successful 20 years of practice validates the point most
assertively once more.

As a senior academic and performer guiding undergraduates and post graduates, [ would
advise you with much compassion and commitment to embark on projects that would
contribute to reviving and reformulating our own ways, means, and methodologies.
These lay latent in our ancient pasts and provide paths to explore possibilities to compare
and combine similar practices in other parts of the world particularly those regions which,
like our own, have been marginalized due to colonization
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Personal Data and Privacy Protection Related to Online
Learning in Sri Lanka: A Legal Analysis

Ribeka. R. K., Thushani. S.
Department of Law, University of Jaffna

The Covid-19 outbreak has caused a lot of changes in the day-to-day lives of the people.
People do not often know how to handle many of these changes. This situation has a
serious impact on the lives of the people. With the onset of the pandemic, many important
activities shifted to  online platforms. A major development that occurred during the
Covid-19 pandemic is the huge expansion in the domain of online learning. Learners,
teachers and educational administrators immediately switched to online learning.
However, the platforms adopted for online education created new challenges for the
protection of privacy and personal data all over the world. Although there are some laws
that govern the use of IT platforms, the effectiveness of those laws to handle these kinds of
privacy issues is in question. Some countries had laws to ensure the privacy and the
protection of personal data even before the onset of the pandemic. Some countries
proposed bills for the protection of privacy and personal data during the pandemic. Some
countries still do not have any laws in this area . Sri Lanka is one of the countries that
proposed a bill on personal data protection. The pandemic has underlined the need to
protect one's privacy and personal data. This paper discusses the existing legal
protections and analyses the adequacy of the legislation. This research study will focus on
the legal frameworks available at the national and international levels to mitigate the
threats posed to personal data and privacy during online education.

Keywords: Privacy, Personal data protection; Online learning; Covid-19; Online

educational platforms
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Legal Protection Afforded to Lessees: A Critical Analysis of the
Vehicle Leasing Law in Sri Lanka

Achini Maneesha Weerasinghe K.W., Shanthi Segarajasingham
Department of Law, University of Jaffna.

The finance leasing sector in Sri Lanka has developed rapidly. It now forms a major part
ofthe country's economy. The Finance Leasing ActNo 56 of 2000 (FLA) was passed to
govern the finance leasing sector separately from the hire purchase sector which is
governed under the Consumer Credit Act No 29 of 1982. Previous research mainly
focused on identifying the existing law and its implementation towards the protection of
lessees in Sri Lanka; detecting the gaps in the law; and making recommendations to
amend the existing law to foster better protection for the lessees. In this broader context,
this study makes an effort to examine whether the existing law provides sufficient
protection to the lessees of the leasing companies in Sri Lanka on the assumption that the
application of the existing law does not provide enough protection by citing the murder
of the Chairman of the Lanka Self- Employed Professionals' National Three-Wheeler
Federation. The study utilizes both field and web-based research methodology. Primary
data was collected through field research. Qualitative data was gathered from
professionals and experts. Quantitative data was gathered from the general public. Apart
from field research, a literature review with a focus on statutes, case laws as primary
sources and books, journal articles, electronic sources as secondary sources were done.
Analyzing the information gathered, this research paper demonstrates that the FLA
gives protection to lessors to a great extent while the protection given to the lessees is
comparatively low. Though there is a separate Act to govern the Finance Leasing sector
in Sri Lanka, it has a number of pitfalls. It should change so that it can make significant
involvement in the protection and promotion of the rights of the lessees of the leasing
companies in Sri Lanka. Therefore, there should be reforms and amendments to the
existing legal framework to enhance the protection and rights of the lessees.
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Access to Free Education in Higher Educational Institutions and
the Challenges Posed by the Covid 19 Pandemic - A Rights-
Based Analysis

Sahana. A.
Department of Law, University of Jaffna

In Sri Lanka, higher education is highly competitive. However, subject to certain rational
criteria, higher education is made available free for all those who qualify on a merit basis.
In a developing country like Sri Lanka, social equity plays a vital role in forging
governmental policies. Free education has been understood as one of the integral parts of
such social equity in the country. In the aftermath of the outbreak of the Covid -19
pandemic, the universities in the country have adopted certain methods for imparting
education to the students as instructed by the government. They have shifted their mode
of teaching and learning to online platforms. In some cases, examinations are also
conducted online. The shift is viewed by some as a total negation of the free education
system available in the country, particularly at the university level. Such a sudden turn of
events has created a number of issues which have their own economic, social and even
psychological implications. The objectives of this paper are to address the issues relating
to obtaining free higher education without any discrimination, identify the challenges
faced by the students in the higher education sector of the country following the onset of
the Covid-19 pandemic, and assess the rationale if any, for justifying the violation of the
right to higher education by the authorities in introducing on-line methods of learning and
teaching, The paper also seeks to analyze how social equity plays a vital role in forging
governmental policies, and examine how the decisions made by higher educational
authorities negate the fundamentals of the principle of social equity. The research work
adopts a qualitative method, using primary and secondary data sources. The data includes
the Constitution, conventions, statutes, etc. Statistical data gathered based on the views of
the undergraduates and lecturers form the primary source. Views of other opinion makers
would be included as secondary source. My conclusion is that the right to free education
should guarantee all qualified students access to free education in the higher educational
institutions of the country. I argue that the authority of the State in limiting this right to free
higher education during emergency situations cannot go against the fundamental right to
equality. The paper holds that any changes introduced in educational methods should not
ignore the principle of social equity. Unless necessary measures are taken to address the
shortcomings caused by the immediate shift to online platforms, the right to free higher
education of the qualified students in the higher educational institutions would be
seriously affected and violated.

Keywords: Online education,; Higher education; Right to education, Covid-19; Social
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Seaworthiness and the Role of Flag States under UNCLOS: A
Special Reference to Panama's Law Registration of Ships

Kathirtharshini .P., Thushani.S.
Department of Law, University of Jaffna

The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) states that it is the
responsibility of the flag state to take the necessary measures to ensure safety at sea.
Article 94 of the UNCLOS concerning duties of the flag state gives a non-exhaustive list of
issues to be addressed. These issues concern construction, equipment, seaworthiness of
ships, manning, labour conditions and training, signals, communication, and prevention
of collisions. The regulation in the UNCLOS relating to seaworthiness does not give any
definition or guidance. The UNCLOS, in referring to seaworthiness, also mentions
“applicable international rules and standards” without any further description or
information. The regulation concerns investigation of foreign vessels relating to pollution
threats to the marine environment. The IMO regulates with some conventions but there
isn't any prescribed standard; it's up to the registries to decide. Ship registration is
inherently dynamic. However, in the 21"  century, the industry has seen unprecedented
expansion. For shipping to continue to realize growth and a buoyant future, decision
makers must understand the nature of the issues facing this sector and act proactively. To
provide a context, the background focuses on historical milestones, examining nationality
and the private and public law attributes of registration. This work offers insights into
some of the challenges facing the industry in the areas of security, safety, crewing, taxes,
and the overall registration process regarding seaworthiness adopted by Panama. This
paper asserts that the world's largest ship registry Panama, as an open ship registry,
requires low standards of seaworthiness to register the ship. It creates a contravention with
the UNCLOS. Italso argues in favour of coastal states jurisdiction over marine accidents
caused by unseaworthiness within Exclusive Economic Zones and promote a culture of
responsible ship registration with a balance between competition and safety in the light of
economic and security concerns. From the analysis of Panama's ship registration system,
the paper would examine whether Panama is in compliance with the UNCLOS. Finally, it
makes recommendations for an effective system for seaworthiness under the ship
registration of states.
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Fundamental Rights for Corporate Bodies: Scope and
Limitations

Shaveen Sachintha.A.K.D., Kosalai.M.
Department of Law, University of Jaffna

This research primarily engages with the two-hundred-year history of corporate
constitutional rights jurisprudence. The Principle of Separate Legal Personality
emphasizes the ability of a corporate body to be recognized by law as an individual.
Fundamental Rights (FRs) basically grant for the purpose of protecting individuals from
the executive and administrative action of the state or its organs. Since the state possesses
a higher bargaining power, a corporate body must be entitled to some FRs for its existence
and functional purposes. However, the FRs available to corporate bodies are
indeterminate. The author highlights the indefinite nature of jurisprudential theories of
corporate personhood and the result-oriented approach taken by courts of law. Although
Supreme Courts of the US and India recognized some FRs of corporations, the
applicability of those rights have changed from time to time. Moreover, the scope of the
applicability of recognized rights was not clearly addressed. However, courts were of the
view that the FRs of corporations should not be so extensive as those of natural persons.
Unfortunately, the approach taken by the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka allows corporations
to invoke each FR equally as natural persons without any limitation. A corporate body
wields immense power in society. Moreover, corporations and its members possess
special privileges in law that natural persons do not. The author insists that corporate
bodies and natural persons are inherently unequal and thus unequal bodies should not be
made equal before the law. Corporate power extends well beyond the economic realm
with corporate proliferation. This form of power dominates society. The equal application
of FRs further strengthens corporate power and allows it to acquire exorbitant rights.
Moreover, it leads to some other distortions and affects the core values of human lives. In
concluding, the author emphasizes that conferring FRs equally to corporate bodies and
natural persons to suppress the indeterminacy of corporate rights is not sustainable.
However, corporate bodies are unable to conclude their legal capacity since they do not
know what FRs are exactly available to them and how extensive they are. This legal
impediment affects public interest, societal functions and corporate activities as well.
Therefore, the author recommends the introduction of a separate chapter to the
constitution called 'Fundamental Corporate Rights' by expressly recognizing the exactly
available rights for corporations with appropriate limitations. The author will basically
utilize a qualitative approach and mainly rely upon secondary data to analyze corporate
rights jurisprudence and identify the essential FRs for corporate bodies.
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Reforming the United Nations Security Council Permanent
Membership and Its Veto Power under the Concept of Equity:

A Distant Dream?

Vasanali Devapriya. A.N., Thushani.S.
Department of Law, University of Jaffna

The UN was formed in 1945 in San Francisco. The Security Council (SC) was given the
primary responsibility of maintaining “International Peace and Security.” The 5
permanent members of the UNSC collectively referred to as PS5 possess veto power, and
10 non-permanent members are selected for a two-year- term by the General Assembly. In
1965, the 1" reform of the council took place. The council was enlarged from 6 to 10 non-
permanent seats. But the current composition of the SC reflects the geopolitical
dominance of certain powers. The composition and power distribution among the
permanent members of the UNSC under veto power has been rightly seen as problematic
since the inception of this body. Therefore, demands for changing the composition,
structure, and powers of the Council have been made time to time. The Security Council
has been the target of server criticism over the last few decades given its lack of capacity to
effectively respond to consecutive regional crises as well as mass atrocities worldwide.
This research is important to understand how institutions such as the UNSC of an
international system transform together with the system, why it has not been possible for
the states to transform this particular body during the reform process of 14 years. Itis also
important to understand the kind of changes that may take place in the UNSC in the future,
analyze the debates on the SC reforms and reflect upon reforms that can be successfully
implemented. This paper offers some ideas about how a change can be made in the SC.
The author believes that these reforms are necessary for a better and sustainable
international order in which each state may feel itselfin peace and harmony with the other
states. Therefore, this thesis aims to contribute to a better understanding of the debate on
re-structuring the SC. In this paper, the reasons necessitating reforms in the UNSC and
the different proposals submitted by the member states are firstly presented. An evaluation
of these proposals follows suit. Finally, some possible solutions and interim conclusions
are put forth.

Keywords: United Nations, United Nations Security Council; United Nation Security
Council Reforms, Equity; Efficiency; Veto Power
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Journey on a Reverse Gear? : A Critical Analysis of the 20"
Amendment of the Constitution of Sri Lanka

Sharanya.S., Thamilmaran.V.T.
Department of Law, University of Jaffna

Constitution is the supreme and fundamental law of the land. The second Republican
Constitution was passed in 1978. However, it has been amended twenty times within its 42
years of existence. In Sri Lanka, the unbreakable truth is that the changes to the
Constitution result from change of governments. That is to say whenever there is a
regime change occurs, it is followed by amendments to the Constitution. The 20"
Amendment to the 1978 Constitution was also a proposed political agenda of the one
political formation when it contested elections. When the Amendment was challenged in
its Bill form for its non-conformity with the entrenched clauses of the Constitution, the
Supreme Court of Sri Lanka gave green light to many of the provisions of the Bill barring a
few for which the Court opined that the approval of the people at a referendum was
needed. Despite the ruling of the Court, critics are of the view that the Twentieth
Amendment still consists of certain provisions which can seriously undermine the
democratic values of a republican state. Today many views Sri Lanka's democracy as
having two phases: survival of democracy prior to the 20" Amendment and the state of
democracy after the 20" Amendment. When constitutional provisions are amended,
those who participate in the process should ensure that the amendments do not go against
the foundations of democracy. Every Amendment should ensure the fundamental
principles of its Constitution and the wider society. The focus of the discussion in this
paper is on assessing the constitutional values that were intended to be promoted through
all the Amendments that were introduced after 2009. For this purpose, there is a need to
identify those values, if any, that were recognised by the drafters of those Amendments in
taking the country forward on the path of a democracy. Facilitating evaluation as to what
extent the Twentieth Amendment to the Constitution attempts to promote or otherwise of
such basic democratic features, a brief discussion is undertaken on the essential features of
constitutionalism such as rule of law, judicial review, separation of powers, independence
of the judiciary, fundamental rights and supremacy of the Constitution. Finally,
suggestions would be made as to the means and methods of effecting constitutional
amendments reflecting the aspirations of all the citizens of the country irrespective of their
numerical strength as political or other groupings.

Keywords: 20" Amendment; Democracy, Constitution; Sovereignty of People;
y
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The Proliferation of Oil Bunkering at the Exclusive Economic
Zone: The Need for Reforms to the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea

Janani.l., Thushani.S.
Department of Law, University of Jaffna

Marine fuel or bunker cannot be separated from sailing in the sea. Bunkering is a
common concept which facilitates sailing in the sea and the lawful use of the sea.
Bunkering commonly facilitates fishing, scientific research, and sailing at parts of the sea
far away from coastal or port areas. The important area here is the Exclusive Economic
Zone which is a part that evolved because of the marine revolution. However, the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea does not address this issue in the activities at
marine zones. Failure to regularize oil bunkering leads to many illicit activities and
causes severe damages to coastal states. There were cases filed on this issue under the
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea. Tension in marine zones creates a potential
threat to international peace and security. This research was motivated by the case known
as M/T San Padro poi which is a pending case at the International Tribunal on the Law of
the Sea, where the bunkering was alleged as illegal. The other party argued that the
coastal state cannot regulate bunkering at EEZ. This study proudly reveals that it is the
first research focusing on oil bunkering activities at EEZ based on a legal analysis. The
uniqueness of the present research is that it first examines bunkering. The research is
related to international perspectives. It focuses on resolving the dispute from the
perspectives of the international community. There has been  research focusing
exclusively on certain aspects of the situation in the affected state. Such research did not
examine the issue from a neutral perspective. The present study is focused on the issue of
bunkering activities and allegations related to bunkering at EEZ. Results were found and
remedies were suggested based on the evaluation of the interest of the coastal States and
flag States in bunkering and the rights concerned with bunkering in the area. This study
urges future researchers to identify the lacuna in the area and come up with appropriate

remedies.

Keywords: Bunkering, Coastal States; Flag States; Exclusive Economic Zone; States
Jurisdiction
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Gender Equality in Politics: A Critical Analysis Based on
Sri Lanka

Sugeeba. S., Kosalai.M.
Department of Law, University of Jaffna.

This research  focuses on gender equality in Sri Lanka's political sector. In Sri Lanka,
women participate in politics at a far lesser rate than men, raising questions about gender
equality in politics. Although laws have recently been implemented to include women in
politics, they have not led to any substantial improvements in women's political
participation. The emphasis of this paperis on the reasons for women's lack of political
participation as well as the existing legal frameworks in relation to the notion of gender
equality in politics and their effectiveness. A major objective of this research is to find out
the reasons for the lower levels of women's political participation in Sri Lanka. The
researcher examines the legal frameworks of gender equality in the domain politics in
SriLanka. Emphasizing thatthere are no longer any barriers in Sri Lanka in respect of
laws on gender equality in politics, this study clarifies the role of women in Sri Lankan
politics and how women's participation in politics can be improved by explaining its
importance to larger society. Furthermore, this research will examine approaches to
gender equality in politics emerging from different jurisdictions as well as international
laws on gender equality in politics. These comparative analyses help the researcher
recommend pathways to encourage women's participation in politics, introduce new
policies to increase the number of women in politics and ensure gender equality in the
political arena of Sri Lanka.

Keywords: Gender Equality,; Politics, Women; Legal frameworks
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English Literature as Choice: Challenges Facing Students in the
Jaffna Educational Zone

Aarabee.S.
Department of Linguistics & English, University of Jaffna

In Sri Lanka, English literature is taught to students in the G.C.E Ordinary Level classes as
an optional subject as part of a basket. This study aims to analyse why Grade 10 and 11
students in the Jaffna Zone are interested or not interested in taking this subject and the
kinds of challenges the students and teachers face in learning and teaching this subject at
the school level. It focuses on the influence of the social, economic, cultural and
institutional factors on students' decision to choose or not choose English Literature. This
paper does not isolate the students from their familial and social locations; instead, it
views the choices made by the students as familial and social choices as well. Using
qualitative research methods, narratives about the experiences of students, teachers and
parents were gathered via interviews and focus group discussions. Critically reflecting
upon these narratives and the researcher's own experiences as a teacher of English
Literature, this paper argues that parental influence, the economic strength of the family,
social factors like caste, class and gender, the consequences of the civil war, the schools,
attitudes of the teachers and their pedagogies and the nature and content of the curriculum
play an important role in students' decision to choose or not choose this subject and in
shaping their learning experiences inside and outside the classroom. In so doing, this
paper problematizes the notions of 'choice’ and 'free education' as they are understood
within the education system of Sri Lanka. This paper emphasizes that the state and
educationists should take appropriate steps to make this subject more inclusive and
friendlier towards students who come from marginalized socio-economic backgrounds..
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Problems of Translating Medical Texts - A Study Based on the
Book Biology of Essential Human Diseases

Hosshanthika.M., Kannathas. S. K.
Department of Translation Studies, University of Jaffna

This research focuses on the problems of translating medical texts from English into Tamil
based on the sourcebook Biology of Essential Human Diseases written by former
Professor. V. K. Gunslinger. The purpose of the study is to bring out the difficulties of
translating medical terms and how a medical translator tackled this challenge. The study
adopts a qualitative content analysis approach using comparative research methodology.
Comparative and descriptive methods were adopted in analyzing the problems. The study
focuses on the problems faced by the translator by comparing the source text with the
target text. This study uses the book Biology of Essential Human Diseases as a primary
text and various subject related books, magazines and articles are used as secondary data.
The analyzed data indicate that translators usually find it difficult to establish the Tamil
equivalence of some discipline-specific terms in English. Consequently, a variety of
techniques and strategies were employed by translators and interpreters to ensure
effective translation. The study has shown that there were six types of problems that occur
in medical translation such as linguistic problems, specialized language problems,
equivalent problems, contextual problems. Finally, it discusses some techniques used to
overcome other linguistic problems and miscellaneous problems. The present research
reveals that medical terminology creates hurdles for translators.

Keywords: Medical Translation, Strategies, Translation problems; Technique
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Analysis of the Textual and Structural Problems Encountered in
Translating the Legal Text Law Relating to Public Nuisance by
Kalinga Indatissa from English to Tamil

Mathuvanthy .A.
Department of Translation Studies, Faculty of Arts, University of Jaffna

Legal translation is a type of translation which involves translating documents that are legal
in nature. It has a unique structure and language called 'legalese' which is rigid. There is no
room for flexibility. While engaging in the process of legal translation, the translator faces
countless problems. The main aim of this study is to identify the textual and structural
problems in translating the legal text Law Relating to Public Nuisance written by Kalinga
Indatissa. Analyzing the problems in legal translation is a vast area. It is hard to analyze the
overall problems via this study. The researcher of this study has encountered textual
problems such as the frequent use of redundancies, contextual problems, problems faced in
translating specialized legal jargons, lack of equivalences, different usages of the same
word, words nearest in meaning with subtle differences, limitations in translating names of
complainants, respondents and honorary forms of address and limitations in translating the
use of legal abbreviations. The researcher has also faced with structural problems such as
complexity in lengthy sentences and the use of passivation. The concept of public nuisance is
a universal one, not confined to Sri Lanka alone. Therefore, the secondary objective of this
study is to convey the laws and judgments of particular cases to the Tamil people of Sri
Lanka and especially, the Sri Lankan diaspora. Since the study does not employ any
statistical data and the results are in words, not numerals, a qualitative research design has
been used. Hence, the findings have been interpreted with words and explanations.
Comparative methodology is used to compare both the source text Law Relating to Public
Nuisance and its target text Quimgyg @z mevenev Friy & _migarlinguistically and culturally. In
comparing both texts, notable similarities and variations are observed. Descriptive
methodology was used to analyze and describe the textual and structural problems in
translating the legal text. The paper makes suggestions on finding solutions to the problems
faced in legal translation by applying accepted theories and principles of legal translation.
An analytical approach was used in the process of translating the source text into the target
text. Breaking down the complexity of the text into small parts was done for syntactical
purposes. Primary data sources of this study are the source text Law Relating to Public
Nuisance and its translation QurgsGsreemev Fmiy s _mser. Secondary data was
collected from legal books and magazines in order to obtain further clarifications about
instances of public nuisance. Legal glossaries were used as secondary data in order to
overcome the problems in translating the legal text. Major findings of the study highlighted
the textual problems that occurred at the level of meaning. While dealing with repetitions and
redundancies, the translator can use 'omission' as a strategy in order to provide the same
sense as the original. Contextual problems could be solved by using dynamic equivalence as
a technique. However, as per the study results, it can be concluded that the translator can
overcome textual and structural problems by adopting selective translation tools, methods,
techniques and strategies. This study will be an eye-opener to students in Translation
Studies, people who are interested in translating legal texts and the larger public in
understanding and acting in line with laws related to public nuisance.
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Using Literary Texts in the English as a Second Language
Classroom

Manoj.M.
Department of English Language Teaching, University of Jaffna

Theuse of literary texts in the English as a Second Language (ESL) classroom can
increase the learner's motivation. In Sri Lanka, literature has been taught as a separate
subject since the introduction of Swabasha education in 1956. During the period when the
Grammar Translation Method was popular in teaching ESL, literature played an important
role in the Second Language classroom. Now designers of text books include poems and
stories in the ESL syllabus. The use of literature in teaching English can help students use
the English Language in creative and innovative ways, improve their vocabulary, and
become familiar with diverse syntactic patterns. Literature can also open up and broaden
the imaginative abilities of the learner. According to Walatara (1984), teaching a language
should be connected with its literature and culture. McKay (1982) states that literature
does indeed have a place in the ESL curriculum as it could provide a key to motivating
students to read English. According to Collie and Slater (1997), there are three main
reasons for using literary texts in an English Language classroom. Firstly, literature is
considered a valuable site where language is used. Secondly, literature offers
opportunities for the student to engage with the language and the cultural contexts in
which the language is used. Finally, literary texts can deepen the personal involvement of
both students and teachers in the tasks of learning and teaching. The main objective of this
study is to investigate and analyse the use of literary pieces in the English as a Second
Language (ESL) classroom. A qualitative research methodology is used in this study. The
primary data sources are books, magazines, and articles. This study explores the role of
literature in the ESL classroom as an effective tool for ESL practitioners and a catalyst for
the learner.

Keywords: Literature; Motivation, Teaching, Creativity, Culture
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Determinants of Paddy Production Special Reference Study
within Maritimepattu Divisional Secretariat in Mullaitivu
District

Kowsiya.V., Kamalakumari.K.
Department of Economics, University of Jaffna

As rice is the stable food of Sri Lanka and provides about half of the daily calorie
requirement, every successful government has given the first priority for self-sufficiency
in paddy production for food security at the national level. The main objective of this study
is to investigate the key factors that affect paddy production in the Maritimepattu
Divisional Secretariat in Mullaitivu District. This survey spans the crop year Maha 2018 to
Maha 2019 and data was gathered through questionnaires. The data sample consists of 100
farmers selected through random sampling method. To achieve the main objective, a
multiple regression model was created based on Cobb — Douglas production function. The
variables were estimated in this model using Ordinary Least Squared technique. The data
is analyzed using STATA 16.0 statistical software. In this research, paddy production is the
dependent variable and land size, capital, labour, years of experience, fertilizer, gender,
house hold size, herbicide, age, education level are independent variables. The results
show that land size, age, fertilizer and gender have a significant and positive impact on
paddy production. Further the results show that experience and access to resources are the
main factors that contribute to continued paddy cultivation in this area. This study
concludes that economic and social factors have a strong influence on paddy production in
this area. Therefore, it is recommended that by improving the relevant economic and social

factors, paddy production can be developed and sustained.

Keywords: Cobb-Douglas Production Function, Paddy production; Economic factors;

Social factors
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S60HGIEMIITLED, 6l6TTTHESMS)| 6T6vTLIUMHMEDITLITS SLIMLUILILL6T. Seleumm) LIMLUILILL ST6YS6T
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Profit Sharing of Vegetables Between Producers and Intermediators - A
Case Study in Thirunelvely Agricultural Village, Jaffna, Sri Lanka

Saranya.T., Kabilan.S.
Department of Geography, University of Jaffna

Vegetable cultivation is known as secondarily important cultivation on the basic of
ensuring food security globally. (Sakidha, 2019). The study focuses on identifying the
proportion of profit sharing between the Vegetable Producers and Market Intermediators
in terms of vegetable marketing, assessing the factors that are influencing in the profit
sharing between the Vegetable Producers and Market Intermediators, and developing
market strategies to equalize and stabilize the profit sharing between the Vegetable
Producers and Market Intermediators under planning context in Thirunelvely village, as
one of the agriculture village that have been cultivating 15-18 types of vegetable crops
annually in the Jaffna district. 18 focus groups were identified from the Vegetable
Producers in term of the production of 18 types of vegetables in order to collect the
primary data such as selling price of the vegetables that are determined by the vegetable
producers, market factors that are influencing in the determination of prices for
vegetables, and net profits that are earned by both Vegetable Producers from the cultivated
vegetable. 35 questioners survey were conducted with the Market Intermediators who
were selected through purposive sampling method in order to collect primary data such as
buying and selling price of the vegetables that are determined by the Market
Intermediators, market factors that are influencing in the determination of prices for
vegetables, and net profits that are eamed by Intermediators from each vegetable.
Descriptive statistical method was adopted to analyse the data with the support of
computer-based software platforms, Microsoft Excel in order to find the measure of
deviation and correlation in the profit sharing between both parties. The study conclude
that the profit has been shared among the Market Intermediators is 20-30% higher than the
Vegetable Producer, the Vegetable Producers has been struggling to get financial support
from the government banks due to the instability of rate of return from the small scale of
cultivating and the producers do not have the storage facilities to preserve their
cultivations until getting better market price. The study proposed to conduct training to the
Vegetable Producers on the techniques and methods to increase the production of
vegetable at small scale in order to get profit in stable manner, and hybrid techniques for
production and marketing of vegetables. In addition, the study suggested that to empower
the Vegetable Producers to practice on self-marketing and shared preservation methods to
overcome from the market issues in terms of Vegetable Marketing.

Keywords: Self-marketing; Intermediaries;, Profit Sharing; Vegetable Producers;
financial support
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Population Trends and Fertility Issues in an Isolated Island:
Special Focus on Delft Island, Jaffna District, Sri Lanka

Revathy.T., Kabilan.S.
Department of Geography, University of Jaffna

The population density, that is more or less, compared to the resource capacity of a specific
area affects the development of that area negatively (ESRA, 2015). Fertility plays a
significant role in the rise and decline in the population of an area (Rafeeka, 2019). Delft,
as an isolated island from the mainland, is the least populated division out of the 15
Divisional Secretariats of Jaffna District. A significant issue is that the population pattern
has been changing negatively for the last four decades in this island. This study focuses on
the population trends of an area from 2010 to 2020 assessing the fertility issues of its
inhabitants, and identifying the factors that have been affecting the fertility of the
population. The reports of the Divisional Secretariat, Medical Officer of Health Division,
Grama Niladhari Divisions are referred to in this paper to illustrate the population trends in
Delft. The families in the data sample are purposively divided into 3 groups: 1. Married
couples with children, 2. Married couples without children, and 3. Unmarried persons in
order to assess the fertility issues observed among the community. The factors that
influence fertility and population in Delft were identified through interviews with
professionals, consultants and public health officials. This study concludes that fertility
has been unstable in this area not only for the past 10 years but for four decades; 55% of the
families have only one child; family members who got married late (35 — 45 years) are
indifferent to fertility matters and unwilling to attend awareness programs on fertility
conducted by public health officials due to various reasons. Moreover, internal
displacement and foreign migration are causes for the population decline in the past 10
years. This study proposes to educate the families in Delft on fertility matters to increase
the fertility rate from 1.7 thatis observed at present in the area.

Keywords: Delft; Fertility; Population; Health
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Collection of Revenue and Its Efficient Utilization in the Local
Government System of Sri Lanka: Special Reference to Nallur
Pradeshiya Sabha, Jaffna

Sathiyawani.A., Kabilan.S.
Department of Geography, University of Jaffna

As the lifeblood of every state, revenue refers to the income of a government at any level.
Revenue is critical as it determines, to a large extent, how much money is available for a
government's expenditure (Seen Mohamed Aliff, 2014). Local government institutions
that communicate directly with the grassroots are required to provide a variety of services
such as local road development, water supply and sanitation, waste management and
public health services within their administrative areas. They are also seen as having the
power to collect revenue at the local level. However, the revenue is insufficient to provide
these services. This study aims at exploring the sources of revenue in a local government
system, and its challenges in managing and utilizing the revenue for the development of
the local area at the Pradeshiya Sabha level in Nallur, Jaftna. This study uses primary and
secondary data gathered through interviews, focus group discussions, and a documentary
review. The samples are collected purposively from the population that is divided into
clusters on the basis of revenue collectors, planners, budget makers and the general public.
Data is analyzed with the descriptive and statistical methods. This study concludes that the
income of the local government system is generated in the forms of taxes, licenses, service
charges, rents, warrant cost and fines, and revenue grants. However, the actual income is
not collected efficiently from all the revenue sources due to the lack of public awareness,
lack of own-source revenues, political interventions in the council, lack of transparency in
the council's activities, weak administrative management and corruption at the local
government level. This study especially recommends to the Nallur Pradeshiya Sabha to
conduct property reassessment within a year to increase the annual revenue by 45% - 60%.
In addition, it is important that the Nallur Pradeshiya Sabha provide effective services to
the people in a timely manner through effective revenue management mechanisms while
undertaking efforts to reduce such gaps and increase its own-source revenues.

Keywords: Expenditure; Income; Local Government; Public Finance; Revenue;
Reassessment
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Surface Water Cascade Systems and Its Challenges: A Case
Study of the Vavuniya Urban Development Region

Rishitharan.P., Kabilan.S.
Department of Geography, University of Jaffna

Ground water resources and water flow influence the stability of surface water (U.S
geological survey,1998). This study is grounded on the surface water network pattern and
human intervention in changing the surface water flow direction in the Vavuniya urban
development region. The study focuses on identifying the location of tanks in the study
area, exploring the natural flow network and the connection between those tanks, and
evaluate development activities that may interfere with the surface water network. In the
development context of the urban area of Vavuniya, as the natural flow patterns are
blocked due to rapid urbanization and human activities, this area faces severe drought
from July to October and floods from December to January during the monsoon season
annually. Data such as the number of tanks, their water storage, watersheds and the usage
of land in the watershed network were obtained from primary and secondary sources.
Geographical Information System (GIS) and Remote sensing techniques (RS) are used to
develop models such as digital elevation and the hydrological by performing spatial
functions such as fill, flow direction, flow accumulation, stream order and dissolve. The
overlay analysis is performed to determine the issues in the natural water flow due to
uncontrolled human interventions. This study concludes that all the ponds in the Vavuniya
urban development area are in line with the natural flow, and at present, the natural flow
network is blocked in several places due to human interventions. Particularly, human
settlements and paddy cultivation cause these blocks in the natural flow path eventually.
This study observes that the canals set up to drain excess water from the tanks are at
different ground levels: Canals are developed without considering the natural flow
direction that is altered by human activities. Thus, a small tank depends on the excess
water supply of another tank to reach its maximum storage capacity despite it having the
natural flow in its catchment area to fill its capacity independently. Rather than being fed
from its own catchment through natural flow paths, the storage capacity of a tank now
depends on the availability of excess water in adjoining tanks. Therefore, the existing
pond network system is unable to function effectively during the rainy season due to
obstructions to the natural flow path in different places. It creates an adverse impact on
water storage as well. These two phenomena contribute to the occurrence of annual floods
and droughts in the study area.

Keywords: Hydrology; Natural water flow, Floods; Droughts; Geographical
information system and Remote sensing; Overlay
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LTOOLD  (PpFevmesreumniestied  GUIFFO [Hlevll LUDDM&EGEND MHleveyHletingl. SH60TTed SiTed
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Diaspora's Contribution to Community Development: A
Sociological Study Based on the J/69 Grama Niladhari Division,
Gurunagar

Vegini .G., Jeevasuthan. S.
Department of Sociology, University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka

One who leaves forcefully from his motherland and enjoys scattered life in foreign
countries is called diaspora. The civil war in Sri Lanka is considered a major factor for the
increase in Sri Lankan diaspora who speak the Tamil language and maintain strong ties
with their community in Sri Lanka. The Tamil diaspora engages in various community
activities in their native places especially in the Northern and Eastern parts of Sri Lanka.
The main aim of this study is to evaluate the contribution of the Tamil diaspora to the
community development of the J/69 Gurunagar Grama Niladhari Division. This
descriptive study adopts a mixed method. A hundred samples are selected from the
beneficiaries of the diaspora in the GN Division by snowball sampling method. Data
collection methods include questionnaires, focus group discussions, case study, key
informant interviews and direct observations. Quantitative data is used to analyze the
descriptive statistical methods by using the SPSS software and qualitative data is used to
analyze the various themes of this study. Social welfare services such as educational and
occupational facilities, religious contribution, contribution of community level
organizations and facilities for destitute people have been carried out by the particular GN
Division during the pre- and post-war periods. The aforementioned activities play a major
role in community development. 98% of the participants state that the social welfare
services done by the diaspora aids community development. Such contributions have led
to educational, vocational, sports, community and other developments of the said
community. Clubs and organizations of the diaspora play a major role in developing social
welfare services in the said community. According to this study, the activities assisted by
the diaspora have had positive impacts on the said community. It is identified that the
people in this community anticipate obtaining a sustainable and prolonged life from the
diaspora. This study investigates whether the contributions of the diaspora has had an
impact on the formation of diaspora identity and the development of the said community.

Keywords: Community Development; Diaspora's contribution, Social Welfare Services;

Tamil Diaspora
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Water Scarcity: A Case Study of Poompuhar Village, Ariyalai
East in Jaffna District

Raam.R., Srikanthan.S
Department of Sociology, University of Jaffna

Water scarcity is a major social problem at present and it is a major factor in creating other
social problems. Clean drinking water is essential for maintaining the quality and health of
human life. Access to clean drinking water is a fundamental human right at present as it is
seen as one of the basic necessities of life. Water scarcity is, therefore, seen as the biggest
challenge to the social development of the village. This study attempts to analyze the
socio-economic issues resulting from water scarcity in the Poompuhar village of Ariyalai
East, Jaffna District. Jaffna is an area that relies on groundwater resources. This study is a
descriptive study based on a qualitative approach. Fieldwork spanning the period of
August to October 2020 inform the primary data for the study. Case study method is used
as a principal tool for collecting data along with key informant interviews. Records from
the Grama Niladari and the Divisional Secretariat are used as secondary data sources.
Primary data collected through purposive sampling method focuses on the theme of
causes and socio-economic effects of water scarcity in the study area and secondary data
express the nature and reality of the study village. There is a risk of water scarcity in Jaffna
peninsula. Groundwater pollution as a result of increased agricultural fertilizers, human
activities, variations in rainfall, soil erosion, depletion of water bodies such as ponds,
fields, and rapid deforestation exacerbate water scarcity in Jaffna. The socio-economic
implications of water scarcity in this village can be ascertained by analyzing the case
studies done in the area. The current economic status of the village dwellers and the
scarcity of water in the village further affect their socio-economic status. People spend a
portion of their daily income to buy water while they spend more time and human
resources to source water from distant places. It is worth noting here that, sometimes,
internal conflicts arise between family members and neighbors as they source water from
public wells or pipes. Even though efforts have been made by the government and Non-
governmental Organizations alleviate the water shortage in Poompuhar, they are not
sufficient. In this context, this study suggests that it is important that the government
implement awareness programmes and projects to ensure the accessibility of water during
droughtseasons.

Keywords: Case study; Socio-economic issues; Water scarcity
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Preventive Practices Related to Covid — 19 among Youth: A
Medical Sociological Study Based on the Vadamaradchy North
Divisional Secretariat in Jaffna District

Kalaivani. R, Sivakanthan. S
Department of Sociology, University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka

The Covid - 19 Pandemic has become a serious public health and social issue. The prime
objective of this study is to assess the preventive practices associated with Covid - 19
among the youth in the Vadamaradchy North Divisional Secretariat, and examine the
association between those preventive practices and socio-demographic factors. A mixed
method is used in this study. Based on stratified random sampling technique, 427 youth
were selected for this study. Primary data was collected via questionnaires, case studies
and interviews. Quantitative data was used for descriptive statistical analysis with the help
of the SPSS software. Qualitative data was analyzed thematically. Research ethics were
strictly adhered to throughout the research process. Results reveal that 82.3% of the youth
wore facemasks when they went out, while 31.4% of the youth did not wear facemasks
regularly due to discomfort. Qualitative data highlights that major problems related to
wearing a facemask were discomfort in wearing facemasks, negligence and fear of facing
penalties for the violation of quarantine regulations. Results also indicate that 91.8% of the
youth under consideration strictly followed the precautionary measures. According to the
data gathered during the research, 59.4% of the youth used Complementary and
Alternative Medicine as part of their preventive practices. Results also reveal that 60% of
the youth avoided going to overcrowded places during the Covid - 19 pandemic, while
51.8% of the youth maintained social distance. Before the Covid - 19 pandemic, only
67.7% of the youth had the habit of washing their hands properly when they returned home
from outside. However, following the outbreak of the pandemic, 98.1% of the youth
practiced frequent hard-washing with soap or sanitizer. There are some gender-based
variations in some activities such as wearing facemasks (p <0.001), taking precautionary
measures (p = 0.035) and maintaining social distance (p = 0.005). The results of the
research study conclude that majority of the youth have adopted good preventive practices
during the period of this study to protect themselves from the disease.

Keywords: Facemask; Gender; Personal hygiene; Precautionary measures, Social
distance
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Health-Seeking Behavior of Elderly People: A Medical
Sociological Study based on the Thenmaradchi Divisional
Secretariat in Jaffna District

Sarththiga. G, Sivakanthan. S
Department of Sociology, University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka

Elderly people are a key risk group faced with health care issues. The prime objective of
this study is to assess the association between the health-seeking behavior-related socio-
demographic factors and the factors that influence the health-seeking behavior of the
elderly people in the Thenmaradchi Divisional Secretariat division. A mixed method was
employed in this community-based study. Primary data sources include questionnaire
surveys, key informant interviews and case study methods. Based on stratified random
sampling, 427 elderly people were selected for this study. The quantitative data gathered is
analyzed using descriptive statistical methods with SPSS version 21. Qualitative data is
analyzed thematically. The age range for the elderly is 60-98 years, with an average of
71.14 and a standard deviation of 7.462. The vast majority of the elderly people (94.4%)
received medical treatment for their illnesses. Most elderly people (97.7%) seek medical
treatment from government hospitals. Socio-demographic factors, particularly sex
(p=0.047) and education (p<0.000) have a statistically significant association between
doctor-patient relationships at government hospitals. Moreover, the total monthly income
of the family has a strong association with the life satisfaction (p=0.006) of the elderly
people. A considerable number of the elderly people (69.1%) suffer from chronic diseases
and the majority of them (96.72%) do not receive medical treatment. Research findings
reveal that 45.4% of the elderly people are neither satisfied nor dissatisfied with their
quality of life. The majority of the elderly people (89.9%) feel they are full of energy. A
considerable percentage of the elderly people (82.4%) are happy most of the time. Most of
the elderly people (79.4%) use coping mechanisms to manage health issues. This research
concludes that elderly people face significant healthcare-related problems. This study
recommends that more inclusive healthcare and geriatric medical services should be
provided to elderly people in Thenmaradchi.

Keywords: Accessibility; Chronic diseases; Education; Gender; Social support
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Discriminatory Practices against Persons with Disabilities: A
Sociological Study Based on the Vadamaratchi South-West
Divisional Secretariat in Jaffna District

Parththeepa. E, Sivakanthan. S
Department of Sociology, University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka

Discrimination against persons with disabilities (PWDs) is an alarming social issue in
contemporary society. Discrimination against PWDs produce serious disadvantages to the
wellbeing of PWDs. The main objective of this study is to assess discrimination against
PWDs in the Vadamaratchi South West Divisional Secretariat in Jaffna District. A mixed
method is used for this community-based study. Based on a stratified random sampling
plan, 310 PWDs were selected for the study. Primary data sources include the interviewer-
administered questionnaire, key informant interviews and case study methods Qualitative
data is analyzed thematically. Quantitative data gathered through a questionnaire method
is analyzed using descriptive statistical methods with SPSS version 22 and the chi square
test is also performed to describe the association between discrimination and socio-
demographic factors associated with discrimination against PWDs. The results reveal that
the majority (56.1%) of the PWDs in the target region are men. Physical disability is the
major type of disability (39.7%) prevalent among these PWDs. 57.7% of the PWDs are
married and 59.4% have secondary education qualifications. 44.5% of the PWDs are self-
employed. Results indicate that 22.6% of the PWDs are discriminated by their own
families and 57.1% are discriminated by their relatives. While, 60.3% of these PWDs are
discriminated against by the neighbors, 60.3% of the PWDs are discriminated by the
community. Results also show that 60.6% of the PWDs are discriminated in community
participation and 62.3% of the PWDs are discriminated in employment opportunities. A
majority (65.2%) of the PWDs are discriminated in using public transportation and 57.1%
of the PWDs are discriminated in receiving welfare assistance from government
institutions. Age shows a significant association (p=001) with the PWDs who are
discriminated by relatives and age also shows a close relationship (p=003) with the PWDs
being discriminated by neighbors. Results reveal that 36.1% of the PWDs adopt coping
mechanisms to deal with discrimination. Qualitative data highlight that prejudice and
enacted stigma are the major factors contributing to discrimination against the PWDs in
this region. Further, this study recommends that more inclusive social and economic
welfare programs should be introduced to enhance the quality of life and wellbeing of
PWDs and the study suggests that awareness raising programs should be introduced at
family and community levels to reduce discrimination among PWDs.

Keywords: Accessibilities; Job; Rights, Stigma, Vulnerabilities
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